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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application no.1 0/676,01 8 filed on October 2 
2003 in which claims 1-30 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Faris (US 
Patent no. 6,333,773). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Faris discloses the same polarization means used for a three- 
dimensional image display apparatus comprising an image information corresponding to 
parallax in a first region and a second region (See Abstract, and col. 10, lines 1-8); a 
first phase retardation plate which is provided facing the first region and the second 
region of the image display section and which rotates a polarization direction of a 
polarized light of the image information from the second region (See col. 20, lines 43- 
56); and a second phase retardation plate having a first area and a second area which 
allow respective polarized light separated by the first phase retardation plate to enter, 
the second phase retardation plate for rotating polarized light in a direction opposite to 
that of the first phase retardation plate being provided in the first area of the second 
area on the image display section side (See col. 20, lines 56-67). 

As per claim 2, most of the limitations of this claim have been noted in the above 
rejection of claim 1. In addition, Faris further discloses the same polarization means 
wherein the first and second phase plate retardation made of half wave plate, and the 
respective polarized light separated by the first phase retardation plate are entered 
through (See Faris col. 20, lines 50-51 and lines 56-57). 

As per claim 3, most of the limitations of this claim have been noted in the above 
rejection of claim 1 . In addition, Faris further discloses the same polarization means 
wherein the portion where the second phase retardation is located is coated with 
transparent protection material (See Faris col. 17, lines 55-66 and col. 19, lines 1-6). 
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As per claim 4, the polarization means as disclosed in Faris col. 20, lines 22-67 is 
changeable. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action; 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall . not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 5-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Faris 
(US Patent no. 6333773) in view of Goff et al. (US Patent no. 6417894). 

As per claims 1 7 and 5, most of the limitations of these claims have been noted in the 
above rejection of claim 1 . 

It is noted that Faris is silent about a position holding mechanism comprising the 
position holding means for holding the polarization means at one end, holding a 
distance and parallelism between the polarization means and the first phase retardation 
plate and aligning them. 

However, Goff proposes a position holding mechanism wherein a means for 
holding a polarization means at one end, holding a distance and parallelism between a 
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polarization means and the first phase retardation plate and aligning them is possible 
(See Faris fig. 1 and col. 6, lines 49-57). 

Therefore, it is considered obvious that one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention would recognize the advantage of modifying Faris' polari zation means by 
incorporating Goff holding mechanism wherein a means for holding a polarization 
means at one end, holding a distance and parallelism between a polarization means 
and the first phase retardation plate and aligning them is possible. The motivation for 
performing such a modification in Faris is to provide an adjustable and changeably 
connected arm for supporting any lens in front of screens. 

As per claims 18-20, most of the limitations of this claim have been noted in the above 
rejection of claim 17. In addition, Faris further discloses the same polarization means 
wherein the first and second phase plate retardation made of half wave plate, and the 
respective polarized light separated by the first phase retardation plate are entered 
through (See Faris col. 20, lines 50-51 and lines 56-57). 

As per claims 21-30 and 6-16, while Faris does not provide the specific mechanical 
arrangement as specified in claims 21-30, however, Goff et al. adjustable magnifying 
apparatus as shown in fig. 1 provides either all the claimed limitations or renders such 
limitations an obvious design choice to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
since the purpose of providing such an apparatus is to reduce eyestrain and also to 
enable worker to better view what is being presented on the screen. 
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5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Omori et al. (US Patent no. 5644427) teaches image display apparatus. 

Harrold et al. (US Patent no. 6703989) teaches stereoscopic display. 

Woodgate et al. (US Patent no. 6377295) teaches observer tracking directional display. 

Son et al. (US Patent no. 6765545) teaches stereoscopic image display system using 

polarization characteristics of a liquid crystal device panel. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gims S. Philippe whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7336. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (10:30-7:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dastouri Mehrdad can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 




GSP 



March 29, 2007 



